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English Activity Pack 
KS1: Y1/2 

 

 Reading 

 Comprehension 

 Story sequence 

The full range of free audiobooks, including this one, is available from 
www.stephenalexanderwillis.com/willowaudiobooks 
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Read the story below and listen along to the audio (KS1 extract). Then answer the questions. 

 
The Mole was very busy cleaning 
his little home. 
 
Suddenly, he threw down his 
brush and said, “Oh blow! It’s 
spring! I shouldn’t be shut away 
down here.” 
 
 

So he scraped and scratched and 
scrabbled and scrooged, working busily 
with his little paws and muttering to 
himself, "Up we go! Up we go!" till at 
last, pop! His snout came out into the 
sunlight and he found himself rolling in 
the warm grass of a great meadow. 
 
“This is fine!” he said to himself. The 
sun was warm on his fur, and the birds 
were singing loudly. It was wonderful to 
be out in the fresh air after being 
underground for so long. 

 

Soon he came to a babbling river. 
He had never seen a river before! 
The sound of the water and the 
way it moved was beautiful. 
Suddenly, he noticed a hole in the 
bank at the other side of the river, 
and a little brown face with 
whiskers popped up out of it. It 
was the Water Rat! 
 
“Hello, Mole,” said the Rat. 
 
“Hello, Rat,” said the Mole. 
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1. What was Mole doing at the beginning of the story? 

2. How do you think Mole felt when he left his hole? Choose two feelings 
from the list. 

happy        sad        excited        nervous        angry        relaxed 

3. What do you think Mole could see in the meadow? What sounds could he 
hear? Make a list. 

Mole could see … 

I think Mole felt                                  and                                      . I think Mole felt                                  and                                      . 

Mole was …                                                                                       . 

 

 

 

 

Mole could hear … 

 

 

 

 

4. Who did Mole meet at the end of the story? Where did he meet him? 

I think Mole felt                                  and                                      . Mole met                                          by the                                       . 
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Here are the events that happen next – but they have been mixed up! 
 

Can you put these events in the order you think they happen? 
 

Place a number 1-9 in each box to show the right order. The first one has been 
done for you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rat invites Mole 
on a picnic. 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rat packs the 
picnic basket. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

They row down 
the river to find a 
nice spot. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They eat the 
picnic. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

After the picnic, 
they start to row 
home. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mole falls in the 
river! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rat saves Mole.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They go home 
to dry off. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mole says “Yes 
please!” 
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